
Immigration and Nationality Act Section 101(a) – O, P and Q provisions 
 
(O)-- 
 an alien who-- 
 
(i)-- 
 
has extraordinary ability in the sciences, arts, education, business, or athletics which has 
been demonstrated by sustained national or international acclaim or, with regard to 
motion picture and television productions a demonstrated record of extraordinary 
achievement, and whose achievements have been recognized in the field through 
extensive documentation, and seeks to enter the United States to continue work in the 
area of extraordinary ability; or 
 
(ii)-- 
 
(I)-- 
 
seeks to enter the United States temporarily and solely for the purpose of accompanying 
and assisting in the artistic or athletic performance by an alien who is admitted under 
clause (i) for a specific event or events, 
 
(II)-- 
 
is an integral part of such actual performance, 
 
(III)-- 
 
(a) has critical skills and experience with such alien which are not of a general nature and 
which cannot be performed by other individuals, or  (b) in the case of a motion picture or 
television production, has skills and experience with such alien which are not of a general 
nature and which are critical either based on a preexisting longstanding working 
relationship or, with respect to the specific production, because significant production 
(including pre- and post-production work) will take place both inside and outside the 
United States and the continuing participation of the alien is essential to the successful 
completion of the production, and 
 
(IV)-- 
 
has a foreign residence which the alien has no intention of abandoning; or 
 
(iii)-- 
 
is the alien spouse or child of an alien described in clause (i) or (ii) and is accompanying, 
or following to join, the alien; 
 



(P)-- 
an alien having a foreign residence which the alien has no intention of abandoning who-- 
 
(i)-- .  
 
(a) is described in section 214(c)(4)(A) (relating to athletes), or (b) is described in section 
214(c)(4)(B) (relating to entertainment groups); 
 
(ii)-- 
 
(I)-- 
 
performs as an artist or entertainer, individually or as part of a group, or is an integral part 
of the performance of such a group, and 
 
(II)-- 
 
seeks to enter the United States temporarily and solely for the purpose of performing as 
such an artist or entertainer or with such a group under a  reciprocal exchange program 
which is between an organization or organizations in the United States and an 
organization or organizations in one or more foreign states and which provides for the 
temporary exchange of artists and entertainers, or groups of artists and entertainers; 
 
(iii)-- 
 
(I)-- 
 
performs as an artist or entertainer, individually or as part of a group, or is an integral part 
of the performance of such a group, and 
 
(II)-- 
 
seeks to enter the United States temporarily and solely to perform, teach or coach as such 
an artist or entertainer or with such a group under a commercial or noncommercial 
program that is culturally unique; or 
 
(iv)-- 
 
is the spouse or child of an alien described in clause (i), (ii), or (iii) and is accompanying, 
or following to join, the alien; 
(Q)-- .   
(i) an  alien having a residence in a foreign country which he has no intention of 
abandoning who is coming temporarily (for a period not to exceed fifteen months) to the 
United States as a participant in an international cultural exchange program approved by 
the Secretary of Homeland Security for the purpose of providing practical training, 
employment, and the sharing of the history, culture, and traditions of the country of the 



alien's nationality and who will be employed under the same wages and working 
conditions as domestic workers; or (ii) (I) an alien citizen of the United Kingdom or the 
Republic of Ireland, 21 to 35 years of age, unemployed for not less than 12 months, and 
having a residence for not less than 18 months in Northern Ireland, or the counties of 
Louth, Monaghan, Cavan, Leitrim, Sligo, and Donegal within the Republic of Ireland, 
which the alien has no intention of abandoning who is coming temporarily (for a period 
not to exceed 24 months) to the United States as a participant in a cultural and training 
program approved by the Secretary of State and the Secretary of Homeland Security 
under section 2(a) of the Irish Peace Process Cultural and Training Program Act of 1998 
for the purpose of providing practical training, employment, and the experience of 
coexistence and conflict resolution in a diverse society, and (II) the alien spouse and 
minor children of any such alien if accompanying the alien or following to join the alien; 


