By KAREN WEINSTOCK

. An immj, gratlon memo ertten

. by Rep. Lamar Smith (R-Texas),
intended for White House adviser:
Kar]l Rove, recently arrived instead
onthe fax machine of aDemocratic
congressman. The memo, which was
intendedtobe conﬁdentlal focuses.
onthe politics of immigration.

- Smith, a vocal immigration

restrictionist, is amember of the

' subcommittee on Immigration,
- Border Security, and Claims.

migration needs to be considered
in the context of: (1) media bias, (2)

animosity toward the president and

(3) the feelings of the Republican
base. All three should be consid-

ered when deciding how to proceed

onimmigrationlegislation.” -
Smith goes onto assert thaten-
- forcement of current laws “should
come first to satisfy the increasing

public demand for border security.”

He then writes that “Liberals can
easily and accurately be painted as.
opposing enforcement.”
Effective enforcementisa
byproduct of aconsistent and
responsive legislative process.
Legislationis created in order -
to provide for a public need, and
should therefore be periodi-
cally re-evaluated to keep up with
the evolving needs of a dynamic
society. Liberal oppositionisnot -
" toenforcement, but to the perpet-
“uation of an outdated and ineffec-
tive legislative regime that makes
. true enforcement impractical. .
Immigration legislation has not
- kept pace with the ever-chang-
ing realities of the open market’s
demand for labor or the increasing
demands of our national security.
As aresult, there are an estimated .
15 'million undocumented im-
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' ‘fmlgrants who live and workin the N

United States. Most of them are -
otherwiselaw- abldlng taxpayers

. - 1 -
‘Inthe memo, Smith states: “Im- . who are anintegral part of Ameri

can society. Onlya handful of these

‘immigrants is considered a threat -

to national security. - .
Strictly enforcing immigra-

~ tionlaws would mean deporting

allundocumented immigrants, an

~ isthe huge distraction such atask

would be tolaw enforcement agen-

- ciesacross the country. Even if the

government knew where 15 million
or more undocumented immigrants
live, there is no possible way to
-physmally deport that many people.
- En-masse deportation would
bring many sectors of the U.S.

: economytoascreechmghalt with

no available workers in such cr1t1ca1
industries as construction, agricul -

~ ture and hospitality (these mdustrles

accounting for 9 percent of the U.S.

~gross domestlcproduct accordmg

to the Commerce Department)
It is no secret among employers

B that U.S. citizens are unwilling to

work in these low-paying, labor-

~ intensive jobs. Employers cannot
_repiace these workers because
“there is no feasible legal way to

bring unskilled foreign workers

" here. Consequently, the cost of do- |

ing business willrise and result in
prices skyrocketing for everythmg
from residential construction to

- fresh produce to hotel rooms.

. Clearly, stricter enforcement
of current immigrationlaws is not

- atrue solution to the underlying

- dilemma. We must first fix our im-

. rnlgratlon laws and provide means
for legahzmg and documenting

the ma] jority of people who live

* unrealistic goal for any - ' “and work here. Only then
administration - Repub- Strict will enforcement work.
e e ootighan  coforcement ff&iﬂfﬁiﬁ:tiitﬁ?égw
a devastating effect on WOllld cause - unskilled workers will have
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: famm?I?eC: Iéa;l::gge ?::fiiz damage . the United States for these

Jemagelothemerican - fothe e arowil-

" of Americaasahumane Amerlcan  ing and able to come here,
andwelcomingleaderof  economy. 0030 ol sece-
* More disconcerting - rity will only be enhanced

- by comprehensive immigration

reform designed to control — not
stymie — the influxof people who
wish to live and work legally in the
United States by properly 1dent1fy—
ing them and making sure they are-

not cnmlnals or.terrorists.

Getting toughon enforcement

Iv without legalizing the people who
are already living here will have little
~ effect on security. Smith and his

restrictionist colleagues need toask

vthemselves if scoring political points

is worth leaving the root causes of

illegal immigration unaddressed.
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