CH NOTES GREG SISKIND

New Toys for Technocrats

Latest Must-Haves Reve

EVERY YEAR, technocrats around the United States aather for the annua

Consumer Electronics Show (CESYin Las Vegas where one can wander miles

e

and see nothing but gadgeiry: is spectacle unmaiched in the world, even
if some snooty technopundits in the media have criticized CES for being

too large (more people attended than voted in the Republican caucuses in

lowa) and lor lacking in major technology announcement breakthroughs.
Biat have these folks reatly spent time wandering the miles of hails at CES

bearing dozens of fabulous products? T was lucky enough to attend this

show, ane below are some products that are sure o interest the high-tech

immigration fawyer.

Energy Efficient

Perhaps the most esciting news [rom CES
is pot tie debut of any particular new
product, bui the advancement ol new
kinds of technology that will dramatically
improve a wide range of products in the
vears to come. One trend is the produc-
tion of smaller, more energy-cllicient pro-
cessors that are giving much more pro-
cessing power for many ypes of devices
and lenper bauery life.

tnte] (uvvintel.com) was promoting its
new 45 nanometer processors [or laplops.
A company representative saict the chips
are 10 dmes more power-cficient and five
imes [aster than the previous chips, This
elliciency also means that devices can do
without a lan, making it possible 1o have
thinner, lighter products with much lon-
ger battery life. Intel already is including
the new technology in several new prod-
ucts that would make for a more powerful
laptop that can run more than eight hours
on a single battery charge.

Another technology that affects the
way computers run is the new colid state
drive (55D showing up in kaplop com-
puters of all price ranges. The 55D docs
essentially the same thing as a hard drive
except that there are, no moving pars,
So it is much lighter and siays cool. That
means a laptop with an S5D doesn® get
as hot, boots up much faster, its memory
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is not lost during a sugden power outige.
applications run [aster, arwl baitery lile on
the computer is much longer. Capacity is
the main issue vight now, but samsung
was showing ofl 2 new 64 gigabywe (GB)
drive au CES, Some manufacturers are
taking a hybrid approach. using an SSD
{0 store the computers eperating system
and a second conventional hard drive W
provite much more memory.

A device that nicely
incorporates both these

technologies is the new
Sony VAIQ TZ luptops
(uwnesonycom). The new TZs have a 6+
GB SSD and a 250 GB hard drive. 1t also
has one of the new Intel processors not-
ed ahove and a carbon fiber chassis. The
result is a Tast hoot-up and guick appli-
cation launches (even with the resource-
intensive Windows Vist) and a batery
life of nearly nine hours. 1t weighs 2.65
pounds, includes a buil-in webcam, and
a lingerprint scanner lor exira security.
The VAIO TZ is not cheap, however. Ex-
pect to shell out about $3.500.

There were a number of interesting
products that extend the hauery life of
cell phones, PDAs, Blackberries, iPods,
and notebook computers. The Lemmar
PPUL619 (5 169: wwielenmurcom) is a one-
pound external batery that can power up
nearly any kind ol laptop and acdd several

aled at the Annual Consumer Electronics Show

hours of additional
hawery life, The unit
is compuct and has

the advantage of al-
Jowing a user o use
the same power cord to charge cither the
PRU 1619 or the laptop. So there’s no need
(o carry an extra power hrigk aroung. Plus
the unit can simulancously be connected
to the laptop and plugged inta the wall 1o
Altow lor both the laptop and the external
battery to charge ot the same tme with

just one power cord,

Lenmars PPU2L00B retils for 539
and can recharge the phone or iPod five
times helore the poriable batery needs
be rechasged. Lenmar and Salio gach mar-
ket a small soiaz-powered battery that can
stove energy 1o charge a drained phone
or PDA,

Productivity Boost

Toshiba was show-
ing its new dynadock
USB Docking Station
(v dvradocde com).
The $1+49 dynadock
is a universal docking
station [or Windows

laprop compuiers that
connects 1o the computer via the USB
port. Because i sits upright, il takes up
e deskiop space. With the video port
on the hack of the dynadock, you can
have three monitors on your deskup
and view different applications on each
individual display, [ started working on
dual menitors in my office about a year
ago and have lound it has made me 2 lot
more productive. Adding & third moeni-
tor may he overkill, but the tempiation
is there. Anather dynadock [cature is the
inclusion ol six USB ports.

Wildcharger (wwwildcherge.corm) re-
cently introduced a new pad in the mar-
ketplace, Just put your WildCharge-ready



display huilt iswo the side thit reguires vne
Lo type in a pin code in order o aceess data.
Mo need 1o worry ahout sensitive dia if the
device is lost or stolen. Prices range lrom

slofage nenory.
gadgets on the pad and it will charge wp as
il you plugged it ino a wall. You'll need to
fave an adapier that replices the gadyers

Safety First e
A surge protec-

lack cover, This provides the contact points— Lor thal catight !y
needed 1 wuch the pad and charge the de- peoples atention

is the Towramid

[-900F Gy, T
povwranidid.cont, 1t

has o round shape

vice, including Blackberries, iFhanes, and

Motarala RAZRs. The pad is $39.99, Add

$30 10 get it bundled with an adapier.

l Partahle hard
. drives were all over that allows for Large boxy plugs 1o it more

casily anto a single device, The E-900H re-

tils hetween %17 aud $23.

2; the show and they're

getting smalker and
; cheaper. The Dala The Sentry Group Qewesentrysafe.com)
Locker (wlockendrive.com is a great prod-— offercd two products thay also will appeal w

wet for lawyers, The drives have a dighal  the sceurity conscious. Would your comput-

£9Y to 5299 deperding on the amount of

er dita be in troubie
il there was a lire ora
ood in your allice?
The Seniry Fire-Sale
(3319 is a live—amd
witer-resistant sale that allows peoaple o
stare critical items. This device adds a0 USB
part that allows the sale’s owner 1 auto-

maticadly back up data nighady 1o ponable
bard dlvive stored in e sale isell, 10 thens
a lire or Nood, the data is saved slong with
cverything else the owner siores.

Aunother Sentry product thar will give
peace o mind is the Fire-Safe waterprool
hard drive, This prod-
wet retails for £25%9 and
claims w be the lirst
and only Bre resistant
and watcrprool hard
drive, and can store up
w 160 GBs of dwa.
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Finally in the se-
curity departiment, 1
was impressed with

a clever linle gadget
[rom a company
called Yoggie twwnyowgie.com). The Yoggic
Personal Security Server books lile o USB
thumh drive, but it is much more. I actually
i5 a Linus-bazed computer that runs 13 buili-
in applications Lo ollload various sceurily
functions Nosy the personal computer (PC).

The Yoguie is hundled with a firewall, anti-
spam, antivirus, and other secarity products.
The device blocks Tnternet threats belore they
veach the PC, and since the products are ran-
aing olf ol ones MC, the deviee sso can boost
perfonmince of enes computer. The Yoggie
comes with the seltware and all updates for
a three-year period for $179.

Trave! Friendly

A numbwer of products are great for fnwyeis
who travel overseas. Taiwanese manudacturer
Wonpio (,n'\\"w_curnp|||_gmf|lm) Wis Sht\\\'il'lg olf
the MNano WAT. an unhelievahly small wiver-
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sal ping adapter
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and retails [or

just HE7.9u 1 =
alsn wass impressed by the companys mix-
and-mtch posver strips. Suppose youre go-
e 1a work sbrond and need o plug in fowr
or live gadgets and have just one free outlet
i your hotel oo, The Wonpro power strip
allows for mising and matching the strip and
the cards se thal vou can salely run your gac-
ots wywhere in the world withowt blowing
ot frem oo much voliage.

Another impressive product is the Com-
padre suite al translaton products (e
specchgemzeomt. Compadres Interact (5995)
is the most astonishing, Speak into your
computer’s microphone and the computer
repents what you said in a dillerent language
and geiertes a transeript. Compadre Cam-
e takes your photos and scans of signs,
menus, documents, cte., and translues
what it sees o 200 dilferent languages.
Alsv, Compadre Document provides instant
translations of Microsofl Qlfice liles such as
Word documents and Powerl'vints.
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Power in All Sizes

This was the vear o small and hig ay CES,
Panasonic showed ofl a 130-inch plisma
television, heating fast years record LHO8-inch
screen., B companies alse were showing ofl
a muniber of ultramobile personal compu-
ers (UMPCs). Samsungs new QF UMPC
{51,000 is o full-blown Windows com-
puter that is a heauly Gvwiesimsung.comd,
It is about hallway in size between a small
Laptop and a smart phone—aor a paperback
houk—and has a keyboard split between
huth sides of the device along with a huili-in
moese and diad key Two cameras are buik-
in (one can be used [or a webcam), twa USB
ports, twe SD card slots, a network jack,

and @ monitor porl. For cemmunications,
it is loaded with Bluetooth, WiFt, and high-
speed cellular capahility. With its docking
station, the device can easily serve as a desk-
top compuier with an external keyboard,
moniter, and DVD player. The device func-
liuns like a tablor computer whese one can
write on the keyhoard with the Qs stylus.

The Fujitsu Lilehook
($1,399% is the worlds small-
st tablet computer and mea-

sures about six inches by six
inches by one inch Ghoreshiop

Iujitste.ceny. Boonly weighs shout apound

and a halt and runs Windows Vista. Theres
a full keyboard (though 1yping is going Lo
he a chafienge Tor these with large npers)
but users might lind [lipping the screen and
using the tablel sereen maore uselul. With
huilt-in Bluetooth, Wik, and the ability 10
receive ATEETS 3G hrondhand wireless, the
Lilehook can help you sty in touch withouwl
fuggbng asound a heavy laptap.

A clever aternative to the laptop is the
5490 Redlly Mohile Companion Gewecetin
cerp.eonn). 4 loolss like o very small, ulirathin
laptop with an eighi-inch display and « [all-
function kevhoard and touchpacd mouse. TBut
it really is a dummy device that provides an
casy way Lo gel the maximum value out of
the Smartphone or PDA. Theough a Bluerooth



usp-

wited connection

wireless or

Smariphone or PDA,
one et wark on any

applications on
small gadget on @ decent-sized sereen
and keyhoard, Like the DA, this has
the advantage of instantly hoating
up—pluy in USD flash drives and ase
the Recflys VGA port 1o conneet 1o an
LCD projector. Charge up the phone

or PDA through the USE connection
to the Redlly, vl with an cight-hour
barery life, an anomey can get a lot

done between charges,

Presentation Perks

INyou're running a PowerPoing presemation
away from the offlice and don't want 1o lug
around your laptop or mess with complicated
viden setlings, an abternagive is the Impactica
Showddate ($249; waneimpatican.com). The
ShowMae is a little square picee of har Llwm'c
that is ubout the size ol an iPad. 1 hasa VGA
video pon Jike the back of the laptep and can
connect w a projector;, Your can then transmit
your presentation via Bluctoomh from your
BackBerey, Falm, Sony Ericason or Windows
Muobile smartphone, or PDAL o addition 1o
Lransmitling a PowerlPoint 1o the ShowMate,
those using o BlackBerry also can projeat
whiever is on the BhckBerry screen direetly
L the prajectar screen. The Showhlale also
comes with software W convert presentations
to run on & PRA or phone.

Webcams are

hardly exciting products
anymore, 50 11 was a surprise Lo wander by
the booth of Camputer Expressions (v
compuicrexpiessions.comd, a new company
that launched s products at CES. s Ex-
ecCams are amazingly cool designer weh-
cams made ol wood, marble, corls, leather,
sculpted metal—even hemp. They'Il even
carve s corporate logo into their wood we-
beams. The prices are pretty comparable 1o

the bland weheams offered ac chie hig hox

stores, sa [ expect this company to have o
hit on @5 hand.

Hyowre into padeasting, one new wad-
get that makes the process casier is the
PON U CAST microphone amd soliware
hundle Gvwaeion-widincond), What makes
this unigue is the fact that the U Cast s a
pralessional-grade LISB
broadeasting micre-
phone that plugs direet-
ly into a UsB part rather
than an expensive audio

cantratler board.

Outside the Business Box

OF course, there were many products thal
have no business use, but were delinitely
wemoribie. Aside lrom the Tanasanic mov-
ic-screen-size plasma television, there was
a Project Kuro 42-inch selevision that was

just aboul o centimeter thick, Think about

watching a beaustilul television picture on a
piece of glass slightly thicker than a window
pured The Looj from iRoba does for puner
cleaning whi the Roomba Jdid Tor vacuum-
ing. And the $99 Liguid Image divers mashk
comes with abuilt-in camera that 1akes vid-
eo and siill shats. Juss press & button and the
LED lights in the masks viewing area tell you
when the camera has started and stopped.
With adf these new (and even somwe af-
fordable) toys for technocrats availahle,
the only thing leh w dois w canvinee col-
leaguies o make room in the budget 10 buy
sonte ol these goodies. m
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