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:Hlspamc:chamber resurrected.wdhfacus‘dn

oy cummm{en snzmsw v

A Memph.is busluessman whe a de-

cade'ago started a chamber of com- .

" merce catering to Hlspanics ‘has reenti
vated the concept.
~The Mid-South H[spamc Chamher of: .
Commerce is being touted by founder
and president Garland Reed as a *busi-
ness-focused” organization for those

» seeking to do ‘business -
~with small- and medium-

- -size Hispanic businesses -
in'the reglon cr to export .

Mid-South .
Hispanle ..
. Chamber of

Commerce prnductsthispanlccuun—
Non-profit -~ {ries. - B
business’. - "Dur fucus is 100% busi-
arganization * mess,” Reed ‘says. “Busis
Presidentr-- - ness, business; business,
Garland Reed - that's our-focus. You won't-
Address: 5100 -see us mmarching for. ilmm
Paplar, Suﬂe - pration rights

2100 - That strict. adherence tu
Phane;: (901)‘-‘ alt things businessis what .

3207 7133- « <. “will separatethischamber -

* ‘area, besays:
The Mid- SnuthHispenie Chamher uf

' Commercehéasdpenedan officein Clarl:

- Towerand isin the process of hiring.a-
multi‘national staff and huﬂding aWeb
site; Read says. - .
The chaniber wi]lprowde an arrayut‘
seryices including job referr t

dotherspunsnrs haveyettoheﬁrme

- up, but Reed sayshe'll be approaching:”
‘key government leaders at the city and. .
county level and locat eorporatlens for

in Central America, the Caribbean, Af
rica’and the MJddle a, .

ally,” Reedsays
The: Miﬂ-Buuth Hispanjc Chamhe
_ wias originally charter

profit organization in 1996 by Reed tg.

meet the business and personal need

of the growing Hispanic business.com:

munity.
A naﬁve of Chicagu Reed :¢ame: to

South America, to tend to his agin|

wife,;:D.

- spendingmore time as an mterpreter
-. and.consultant-than running Bis-own
" bhusineds: 8o ormed .the Hlspenic
. Chamber of Commerce: But as his bu

N from other groups. m the -

mother-Soon after arriving, heand his:

"As migmnt wur]ters tbey used to

come and, go." he says. “But now they -

stay™ |
“And more. Hispamcs are startmg and

huying husinesses asa way toi Impruve

. theirlives. ~.-

port Assistance Center-in Memphis,

says Reed is currect that the opportuni-. ..
-tHes for local companies to do business -
~In South America and Uther Hlspanic y

countries-are tremendous. - -

‘While he 1sn’t familiar Wlﬂ:l Reed or -
the Mid-S8outh Hispanic.Chaniber of
‘Commerce, he 5ays an organized" sffort -
could be successful :

“It's prubably

-than China or Asid,”

‘COLLIERS

NTERNATIONAL:

Beeause f pruxﬁ:mty m:ldalenghjs-
tory with-the U.S:, Soath. American

compinies are often more predispused'
. to worldng with U.8;companies. .5,

-2Their business.and ethlcal pattem

. “are more similar to our owh;” he says: -
- David Spann, directer of the US Ex-' s
“and:-managing member.of  Siskind.
Susser:Bland FC, says he's found that
chambers-of .commerce focused on:the -
" Hispanic.community havelargely been .
successiul. Memphis: currently has:-at

Greg Siskind; _immjgmtion lawyer

léast two similar organizations, Latino

-~ Memphis:and the Hispanic Business

Alliance, Inc:

. +Latino Memphis was.fou.nded in 1995
. and- has: a-broad missionof - servmg
: pany to do bisinéss it South America

business, familids and individuals-in

fing international rade

"being an advocatefor change. The His-
“panic Business Alliance, started in the

1ate 1890s; focuses on helping Hispan-
ics participate in economic and politi-
cal devalepments accurdmg to its Web
site, .-

-Siskind says a chamher that focuses

"on trade, not just: typlcal chamher ac-

tivities, is needed,

- defimte]y thin]c that would be djf
ferent than what the other groups are.
doing," he:says.-"An organization. to

‘promote exports-to Latin America is

great and there's plenty of businesses
in this city who could export; and may-
be this group wuuld glve them the con-
tacts todo that" U
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